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Abstract

The thesis is of the purpose of studying the developing of the women according
to Theravada Buddhist Scripture and to the viewpoint possessed by Mae Chee Sansanee
Sthirasuta who combines the principles of Buddhist Doctrines with the modern the human
development according to the general principles and with other human activities to develop
the women.  The last purpose of studying is to apply the developments of the women

according to her viewpoint to the present Thai societies.

The study of developing the women in this research work begins with developing
the women as appearing in Theravada Buddhist Scripture. It emphasizes the women'’s roles
of both before and at the Buddha’s period. It also emphasizes the women’s status both in
societies and religions. The purpose of studying is to consider how Buddhism can raise up
the women’s status. It is to study the principles of the Buddhist Doctrines applied to
developing the women and to study the difference between the Buddhist Doctrines applied to
developing the lay women and ordained women. This is because the ways of leading their
lives are of different aims. The study also includes the method of developing the women

according to the Theravada Buddhist Scriptures.
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Regarding the developing of the women according Mae Chee Sansanee
Sthirasuta’s viewpoint, the research has studied her viewpoint. Towards the women’s roles
and duties including the Buddhist doctrinal principles and the methods appearing in
Theravada Buddhist Scriptures with she applied to developing the women. The researcher
also studies the methods how she works in propagating Buddhism so successfully that both
Thai people and the foreign people have accepted. @ The research has thus studies the
application of her developing the women to the present Thai societies. From the research, it
is found that the women at the Buddhist's time had better status in every espect, no matter
whether it was in religion one or the in social one Lord Buddha admired and encouraged the
importance of women equally to that of men. He accepted such a mental potentially of
women equally to men in term of enlithtenment. The principles of Dhamma used to develop
women is the same as the ones used to develop human beings that is Punnakiriya-vathu for
layman Tisikkha or the Threefold Training for the monks. Punnakiriya-vathu is Dana, Sila
and Bhavana which are the practices of action, speech and mind in order to lower Dukkha.
Regarding the Three Sikkha, they are morality, concentration and wisdom or the three kinds
of training in higher behavior and mentality which aim to attain Niravana. The methods to
developing the women in Theravada Buddhist Scripture are selected in 4 ways which are
1) The study of the scriptures 2) The practice 3) The attaining of the state of being the lay

women disciple and 4) The state of becoming Bhikkhuni or Samaneri.

Accordingly, the viewpoint possessed by Mae Chee Sansanee Sthirasuta in
developing the women shows that she tries to raise the women’s status to be important as
“mother of the world”. This can create peacefulness to the world. So, women have to
learn and develop themselves and devote their lives to social usefulness and adopt the
Dhamma as the mother of the world or to create the Dhamma in people’s mind. By this

way the problems in the societies will be decreased.

Mae Chee Sansanee Sthirasuta in addition to using the Doctrinal principles and
the method of developing the women according to the Buddhist principles, still has the arts of
teaching the doctrines very well. She also propagates the Dhamma by using the proper
language easier to understand the profound meaning and the benefit for life practicsing.
She added the human beings activities of working to practicsing the doctrines. She is highly
successful in Dhamma propagation. She can activate modern knowledge, for examples, the
Knowledge Management, the working in Community of Civil Society and mass

communication to widely spread the Dhamma to public in general.
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To apply Mae Chee Sansanee Sthirasuta’s concepts of the development of
women to Thai societies is to make the people aware of the fact that ‘the Dhamma is the
mother of the world’ or ‘to create the Dhamma to be in people’s minds is good’. According
to the proposed opinion given by the researcher, it is found that to create the concern of the
importance of the Dhamma in the people’s minds is to encourage the correct worthiness to

Thai societies.
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